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Messenger The 

First Church strives                      

to be like Jesus! 

Praising God! 

Teaching  God’s 

Word! 

Loving one  another! 

Strengthening families! 

Sharing the Good 

News! 

Phone: 297-3046 

Fax: 299-6612 

Email: 

ljfumc@swbell.net  

 

 

Visit us Online @: 

www.ljfumc.org  

What is Alpha about? 

Learning and laughing together.  Come discover it is possible to learn about 

the Christian faith and to have fun at the same time. 
 

People meeting together. It is a great opportunity to get to know people of a 

similar age and interests who are struggling with many of the same problems. 
 

Helping one another. The small groups give you a chance to discuss issues 

raised during the talks and to share life and faith together while making new 

lasting friendships. 
 

Ask anything.  Alpha offers a place where no question is seen as too simple, 

and no answer is too hostile. 
 

Join us for an “Alpha Sample Evening” on Wednesday, 

January 19th at 6:30 p.m. in the Asbury Room.      

The evening will include a meal, video and an interesting   

discussion time. If you like what you experience, and 

you will… the course continues each Wednesday.       

For more information or to register for the course, 

please contact Bill Stell at 979-297-3046 or                

billstell@swbell.net. 

Are you struggling with life’s 

questions? 

Alpha may have the answers. 

mailto:billstell@swbell.net
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We Can’t, but HE Can! 

We find ourselves in one of the most exciting times in human history.  2011 is here and            

opportunity is cascading right in front of us. I cannot think of a better, more exciting time to be a 

Christian.  Jesus told us that we are salt and light in a dark world. We have been      

rebirthed for a purpose. We are called to be witnesses for the Light. Jesus! Our lives 

should reflect His truth and His love as we seek to share Him with our entire world. 

He has birthed us in Spirit, so that He can live His supernatural life through us as His 

family.   

 
First UMC is in transformation. We are seeking to find His will and purpose for His 

Church. Lake Jackson demographics are rapidly changing; therefore, we are seeking 

new ways to reach the people that we call fellow citizens of Lake Jackson and          

surrounding areas.   

 
I want to thank each of you that have been so faithful to God during this past year.  

We have had wonderful additions to our church family, and we continue to offer His 

love, especially to all that seek to journey with us in Christ. WE ARE FAMILY! We are 

family together in the “faith that we share in Christ Jesus.”  

 
2011 is a year of excitement. It is a time when we dedicate ourselves to the position 

and understanding that òin Christ, we can do all things, because He strengthens us.”  

My preaching theme for this year will be, òWE CANõT, BUT HE CAN.ó  In His 

power all things become possible. Because of Him and in Him we can do the  
impossible. Please note that the accent is not on us. The clear and unmistakable power 

and strength is found in Jesus Christ. We, His Church, will continue to bow down and 

worship Him, we will seek to humble ourselves before His mighty throne, and we will 

continue to seek being His resurrected people in witness and deed. 

 
I am so excited to be your pastor. It is an incredible privilege to watch God transform First United 

Methodist Church into the likeness of Jesus Christ. We have opportunities that cry out with joy 

and excitement.  I am so   thankful that 

together we are First Church during this 

incredible journey.  

 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Geller  

Pastor Charles 

Geller 

 

Find Pastor 

Geller and First 

Church on  

Facebook! 
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Taking the Word to the World… a Café Bible Study  

Sympathies & Memorials 

Join the First Church  

Community on Facebook! 
 
  All you have to do is search for                              

òFirst UMC -  Lake Jacksonó from your Facebook 

account to find our page and then click òLike.ó       

Come and join us on Facebook and connect with your 

church family online! 

SYMPATHIES 
 

To Tom, Angela, T. C. & Jared Pearson in the death of Tom’s 

mother, Dema Pearson. 
 

To David & Kelly Johnson in the death of Kelly’s father, Axel  

Hayford Reed, IV. 
 

To Ric and Tim Snyder in the death of their mother, Gerry Snyder. 
  

To family of Betty Stork, longtime First Church member. 
 

To family of Gloria Sexton, former First Church member. 

 

MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of Russell Anders from: Jim & Roberta Hemphill 
 

In memory of Susan Pope’s mother, Emalee Hartman, from: 

Jim & Roberta Hemphill 

Come share a cup of coffee  and study  Godõs Word  

with Pastor Geller!  

 

Every Tuesday - 10 am @ Hardback Café  in  

Hastings Bookstore: 
 

208 W. HWY 332 Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

For more info, email Pastor Geller at cggeller@aol.com  

Find First Church on Facebook 
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Joy Ministry - Care for Children with Special Needs 

May God bless you with love, peace and JOY in 2011!May God bless you with love, peace and JOY in 2011!  

Our children are growing up and 
need some new things!  Any toys/
games for our classroom and Fun 

Fridays are appreciated.  Examples of needed items include: 
board games, electronic games, action games (volleyball, 
balls, etcé), any game devices/games (we have tvôs, and no 
game systems). Call Kimberly Bowers at 979-236-9427 for 
more information on supporting JOY Ministry.   

Construction Update:Construction Update:  
  

  

Thanks to funds provided by a trust, 

First Church will begin the New Year 

with a newly paved parking lot by the 

Chapel and an updated handicapped 

ramp at the Sanctuary  entrance. 

 

Thank you, 

Your Trustees 

Thanks to all who prepared and served  

Firstõs Foods and Fellowship for the  

month of December: 

 

 

The Highway Department has moved 

traffic onto the Hwy 332 service road.  

There will be ongoing changes in the 

months to come.  Please use extra care 

when visiting the church,  as traffic 

will    increase on Yaupon & Azalea 

streets.  Please, report any unusual   

incidents to the church office, Pastor 

Bill, or the Trustees. 

First Church Announcements and Updates:  

Cindy Volk 

Sharon Zimmerman 

Beverly Barnhart 

Kim Lee 

Veronica Hicks, Chris & Kayleigh 
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-  ωϯϩϮΞϵϳΞϯϮΞυϡϣϥϢϯϯϫΟΞΞϓϥϡϲϣϨΞϦϯϲΞᶲϔϨϥΞ

πϷϡϫϥϮϩϮϧΞυϕόςΞϙϯϵϴϨᶳΞϴϯΞϦϩϮϤΞϵϳΫΞϴϨϥϮΞ

ϣϬϩϣϫΞᶲϋϩϫϥᶳΞϴϯΞϪϯϩϮΟΞ 

-  Sundays 5 - 7pm: MYF -  Games,          

Devotional & Snack Supper ($2)  

-  Wednesday Bible Study & Coffee Shop: 

Meet @ the Youth Center @ 6 -  Over the 

next two weeks we will be studying   

ᶲϔϨϥΞςϡϳϥΞϦϯϲΞυϡϩϴϨᶳΞϢϹΞϋϥϥΞϓϴϲϯϢϥϬ 
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Youth Ministries 

 

Join us Sunday Mornings at 10 am!! 
 

JANUARY Virtue:  

DETERMINATION!DETERMINATION!   
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First Church Women’s Activities! 

In Our Prayers... 

If you or someone 

you know would 

like to be added to 
 our prayer list, 

please contact the 

church office. 

Save the Date: The Annual Women’s Retreat is coming up! 
  

This year’s theme is “Extraordinary Women of the Bible” 

Sessions will be led by women of First Church! 
 

Keep an eye out for Registration Forms in the mail or contact Kathy Geller  
at 979-266-9801 or kgeller@brazosportisd.net for more information. 

  

  

February 11February 11--13, 2011 at Danbury Lodge13, 2011 at Danbury Lodge  
 

Beth Moore Thursday 

Morning Bible Study  

Ladies of FUMC: The Spring 2011 Beth 

Moore Bible Study will be starting at 

First Church on January 20th! The newly 

updated version of the video and book 

“Seeking A Heart Like His” released in 

November and will be our guide.  We 

will be ordering the member books after 

January 3rd.   

 
To sign up for additional information, 

please contact Bobbie Nell Higgins  

979-798-7122 or Trena Moses  
979-297-2829 by this date.  Come and 

bring a friend, you will be blessed! 

A Tuesday Night Live Experience: 
A group of women from FUMC will be   

traveling to Houston for eight Tuesday    

evenings from January 18th - March 8th to 

participate in Beth Moore’s live bible study 

“The Life and Book of James - A Servant of 

God.” If you are interested in attending, 

please contact Kathy Geller by January 11th 

at  979-266-9801 or by email at  

kgeller@brazosportisd.net.    

Chloe Taylor 

Jay & Lisa Gibson 

Pat Shaw 

Ryan Vollemaere 

Brad & Jenny McCoy 

Faye & Don Woodward 

Jennifer San Miguel 

Buck & Margaret Pennington 

Cleo Osterman 

Tom & Angela Pearson family 

First Church Staff Members 

First Church Volunteers 



Monday, January 10, 2011 

6:00 pm - Pack 325 Bear Den Mtg. [AR] 

7:00 pm - Troop 325  Mtg. [WH] 

7:00 pm - Venturing Crew [YC] 

 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm - Chapel Intercessory 

Prayer 
10:00 am - Taking the Word to the World 

Bible Study [Hastings] 

7:00 pm - Boy Scout Committee [Lib] 
 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel  

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 

6:00 pm - Youth Bible Study [YC] 
7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal [Choir 

Rm] 

 

Thursday,  January 13, 2011 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

6:00 pm - Finance Committee Mtg. [Lib] 

6:00 pm - Pack 325 Webelo 1 Mtg. [WH] 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 

6:30 pm - Praise Team Practice [Sanctuary] 

 

Friday, January 14, 2011 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
6:00 am - Men’s Friday Morning Prayer 

Breakfast [WH] 

6:00 pm - Family Game Night [WH] 

 

Saturday, January 15, 2011 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                       

9:00 am - Church Work Day 

 

Wednesday,  January 5, 2011 

7:00 am - Methodist Men’s Breakfast [WH] 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel  

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 

6:00 pm - Youth Bible Study [YC] 
7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal [Choir 

Rm] 

 

Thursday,  January 6, 2011 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

11:00 am - Clergy Covenant Group [WP] 

6:30 pm - Barber Shop Group [Rm. 23] 
6:30 pm - Praise Team Practice 

[Sanctuary] 
 

 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                       
6:00 am - Men’s Friday Morning Prayer 

Breakfast [WH] 

 

Saturday, January 8, 2011 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                       
10:00 am - Come and help remove Christ-

mas decorations 

 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

8:30 am - First’s Foods [WH] 

9:00 am - Contemporary Worship [Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary] 

4:30 pm - Submerge Youth Group [AR] 

5:00 pm - Jr. High & Sr. High MYF [YC] 

 

 

Sunday, January 16, 2011 

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

8:30 am - First’s Foods [WH] 
9:00 am - Contemporary Worship 

[Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 am - Traditional Worship 

[Sanctuary] 

2:00 pm - Trustee Mtg. [Lib] 

5:00 pm - Jr. High & Sr. High MYF [YC] 

 

Monday, January 17, 2011 

6:30 pm - Stephen Ministry Mtg. [Lib] 

7:00 pm - Faith in Action [Rm. 14] 

7:00 pm - Troop 325 Mtg. [WH] 

7:00 pm - Venturing Crew [YC] 
 

Tuesday, January 18, 2011 
10:00 am - Taking the Word to the 

World Bible Study [Hastings] 
4:00 pm - Women Leave for Beth Moore 

Live Study @ HFBC 

6:30 pm - Mission’s Committee Mtg. [Lib] 
7:00 pm - Boy Scout District Committee 

Annual Meeting [AR] 
 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

6:00 pm - Beginner’s Alpha Bible  

Study [AR] 

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 
7:00 pm - Boy Scout District Nominating 

Committee [Rm. 30] 
:7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

[Choir Rm] 
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  Dates                   December 19     December 26  
    

  Sunday Services    333   138 

  Sunday School    166     65 

First Church Calendar of Events 

First Church Attendance  

First Church has two members who are each in serious need of a vehicle. First Church has two members who are each in serious need of a vehicle.   
  

If you are able to help, please contact Suzanne Sargent at If you are able to help, please contact Suzanne Sargent at   

979979--824824--4894 for more information.4894 for more information.  



 

First United Methodist Church 

404 Azalea 

Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 

Visit us at www.ljfumc.org                                                                         Address Service Requested 

The Messenger is published bi-weekly by  the  First United Methodist Church, Lake Jackson, TX 77566.  
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Experience the Journey! 

Calling all Families! Calling all Families! Calling all Families!    
 

Join us for a òMinute to Win Itó  

Family Game Night 
 

Friday, January 14th at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall 
 

All are welcome, bring the whole family and invite your friends!  

Church Workday - January 15th 

Join us at 9:00 am on January 15th to help 

work on our First Church Campus!  We will 

be cleaning windowsé YES WINDOWS!   

So, bring your buckets, squeegees and any 

other window cleaning equipment you have 

and come help out!   


