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Messenger The 

First Church strives                      

to be like Jesus! 

Praising God! 

Teaching  Godõs 

Word! 

Loving one  another! 

Strengthening families! 

Sharing the Good 

News! 

Phone: 297-3046 

Fax: 299-6612 

Email:  

ljfumc@swbell.net  

 

 

Visit us Online @: 

www.ljfumc.org  

Join First UMC -  Lake Jackson    

on Facebook and get connected!  

Easter is on the Horizon!  Easter is on the Horizon!    

Experience the Heart of God this Easter Season Experience the Heart of God this Easter Season   

at First UMC Lake Jacksonat First UMC Lake Jackson  

Easter Services: Easter Services:   

  

Palm Sunday Palm Sunday --  April 17thApril 17th  

Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday --  April 21stApril 21st  

Good Friday Good Friday --  April 22ndApril 22nd  

Easter Sunday Services Easter Sunday Services --  April 24th April 24th   

  

* See Calendar Inside for Times & Locations* See Calendar Inside for Times & Locations  
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Hearts that are Looking for a Home  

Pastor  

Charles Geller  

 

Find Pastor 

Geller and  

First Church on  

Facebook! 

It is extremely difficult for me to explain, but deep within my heart I can hear the cryõs and 

moans é the deep yearnings and sighs of those crying to find significance in life.  I guess that I 

recognize those cries and sighs due to my early years without Christ.  Now each day I live with 

an urgent longing to help people know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  I know that He is the 

only answer for their cries.  He loves them, understands them, and deeply cares about them.  

He has created and fashioned all of us in a manner that our hearts will never find peace without 

Him.  In other words, He is the perfect fit for the hole in our hearts. 
 

I spend almost every waking moment (on an airplane, at the church, a restaurant, a coffee shop, 

etc.) longing for God to open the door for me to gently share His love with someone.  My    

ultimate responsibility and my daily goal is to love the people that God has placed before me in 

the moment.  I struggle with this at times, because some of the folks He places before me are 

not so lovable (from my perspective).  He has painfully made me aware of His deep and abiding 

love for those that I consider unlovely.  I am coming to the point that I want to see each person 

as He sees them.  I want to understand their flesh tendencies (patterns of behavior that causes a 

person to act in a certain manner).  I want to try and understand why someone behaves the 

way that they do.  I want to understand what went on in their life that causes certain behavior? 

We all have those flesh patterns (old patterns developed to get our needs met without God).   

I do! You do! We all do! 
 

I ask God for help to try and get beyond the current action or the thing that irritates me, and 

understand what they are feeling at the moment.  Before this sounds overly self-aggrandizing, I 

confess that I fail at this so much.  I am not happy with my failures in this area; however, I will 

not allow that to stop me from wanting to grow and mature in this effort.  
 

I want to point people to a perfect Jesus.  Not one that I create or try to build into attractive-

ness.  Jesus does not need my help in making Him sound good.  My responsibility is to just      

present Him as the Bible presents Him.  How can I make something perfect better?  
 

Pray for me in this area. Pray that I stay faithful in sharing  

Jesus with hearts that are longing for a Home.  God has    

created an empty spot in all of our hearts that only He can 

fill.  I know this from the Bible, but I also know this from   

experience.  For years I cried out for love and acceptance, 

never realizing that what I was looking for was a personal 

relationship with the Creator of the Universe.  

 

Peace - Pastor Geller 

Welcome to Our Newest Members!  
 

The Cannon Family  

Mr. and Mrs. Greg and Kim Cannon 

Doug, Andrew & Nikki Cannon 
(From left to right)  

 

Joined March 20, 2011 
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Sympathies & Memorials  

SYMPATHIES:  
 

To Vicki & Todd Smith, Tyler and Nicholas in the death of  

Vickiõs father, Les Witcher. 
 

To Barbara & John Faseler in the death of Barbaraõs father, John Long. 
 

To Clydene & Joe Kees in the death of Billõs brother, Roger Kees. 
 

To Nina & Wendell Kirk in the death of their daughter, Pam. 
 

To Suzanne & Harry Sargent in the death of Suzanneõs uncle, Bob Maeher. 
 

To Pam Davis & family in the death of Pamõs father, Paul Barnes. 

 

MEMORIALS:  
 

In memory of Gene Franklin from: 

Mary Platt, Ravi & Pamela Singhania, Esthermae Rooke 
 

In memory of Les Witcher from: 

Delbert & Glynda Smith 
 

In memory of John Long (father of Barbara Faseler) from: 

Ethel Tracy 
 

In memory of Bob Maeher (uncle of Suzanne Sargent) from: 

Joe & Clydene Kees 

Order Your Easter Lilies! 
We will be taking pre-paid orders for Easter lilies 

starting April 3rd.  Honor a loved one or friend 

this Easter and help to beautify 

our church during the Easter 

season!  Order forms can be 

found in the church foyer.   

For more information, please 

contact the church office at  

979-297-3046.  

Firstõs Foods Thanks! 
We greatly appreciate our Firstõs Foods 

and Fellowship servers for the month  

of March:  
 

Kathleen & Erle Lindsey 

Kim & Kye Han Lee 

Kaye & Jim Murray 

Jo Conway 

Norma Stell 

Notes From Your Trustees:  

Spring Church WorkdaySpring Church WorkdaySpring Church Workday    
Saturday,  April 16th  

Come and join us for our monthly church workday and help to keep 

the  First Church campus beautiful!  We will be spring cleaning and 

painting Wesley Hall, and beautifying the adjacent courtyard.   

We will enjoy Christian fellowship and lunch, so please RSVP by  
contacting Trustee, Diane Johnson at 979-297-7481 or email 

fcdjohn@sbcglobal.net.   
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Joy Ministry -  Care for Children with Special Needs  

~ April is Autism Awareness Month ~ 
Did you know since the 1990's, autism has occurred in 1 out of every 

110 children?  Children and families are greatly affected by autism.  It effects 

children socially and behaviorally.  Families of children with Autism often face 

financial, medical , educational and spiritual issues.   
 

As Christians, we can help families struggling with autism by praying for them.  Come by the Joy 

room and grab a calendar !!!   Pray each night in Aprilé  families will start feeling the 

love of Christ!   Children of destiny is a non-profit Christian organization dedicated to ministering 

Godõs hope.  This wonderful organization created this prayer calendar. 

Join us for Joy ministry Fun Friday !  

  Care for special needs children and siblings    
 

    Theme:   Treasure Hunting 

  Date & Time: April 15.  6-9 pm 

  Location: Preschool Wing 

  Volunteers needed!  

  To register children or to volunteer, please contact   
  Kim Bowers at 236 -9427! 

Our children will be leading & assisting us            
in worship at the  9 & 11 services!  

 

Itôll be a special day, hope you will come be a 

part of it!  If your child would like to help greet 
before the services, please contact Mindy 

Standlee at  297 -3046 ext 108!  

Join us Sunday,  April 10  for  Childrenôs Sunday! 

Please show our youth we love them and are excited to 
have them join our membership.   The cards are waiting 
for your loving supportive prayers and signatures in the 
McKeithan Chapel until April 15th.  
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The Awakening -  Youth Ministries  

< nl[^_ cm [fq[sm _[mc_l qb_h q_ l_[fct_ mig_nbcha q_ b[p_ cmhâ n kocn_ [m   
aii^ [m qb[n q_ ][h a_n- R_â l_ qcffcha ni nl[^_ ch [ ][l qb_h nb_ l_j[cl     
]imnm domn \_]ig_ nii go]b- Jl [ \ifiah[ m[h^qc]b `il [ mfc]_ i` `l_mb `lig  
nb_ ip_h jctt[- Jl [ jbih_ qcnb [ ^scha \[nn_ls `il ih_ nb[n ^i_m nbcham q_ 
h_p_l eh_q [ jbih_ ]iof^ ^i- 
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In Our Prayers...  

If you or someone you know 

would like to be added to 
 our prayer list, please      

contact the church office.  

Glenn Galloway 

Margaret & Buck Pennington 

Faye & Don Woodward 

Jay & Lisa Gibson 

Gladys Miller 

Pamela Kirk Giangrosso 

Phyllis Motes 

Brad & Jenny McCoy 

I.G. Finley 

Ryan Vollemaere 

Nancy Smith 
Bob & Eleanor Walker 

Patsy & John Jack 

First Church Staff Members 

First Church Volunteers 

Celebrating the 61st  Anniversary of Methodist Celebrating the 61st  Anniversary of Methodist   

Menõs Ministries & the LJFUMC Annual BBQ CookMenõs Ministries & the LJFUMC Annual BBQ Cook--OffOff   

Saturday, May 7th at MacLean 

Ladies & Gentlemené Itõs time to get your BBQ teams together!  

The winning team will have the opportunity to donate funds to a 

LJFUMC ministry of itõs choice!  Contact the church office at          

979-297-3046 for more information. 

Ladies, get out those favorite desert recipes and plan to help 

make deserts to be sold at the Annual LJFUMC BBQ!  This is 

our only Womenõs Ministry fund raiser, so we really need 

your support!  Sign up sheets will be available during Sunday 

School & after Worship for the next three weeks.  

Thank you for saving lives!  The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Drive 

held in the church library on March 27th was  
considered a major success!  We are grateful to all who participated and 

made this ministry worthwhile.   
 

- White Blood:  23, Double Red Cells (2x3):  6, Total Units:  29  
 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 10th when the Gulf Coast Regional 

Blood Drive will be back on our campus for the next blood drive!  

Finance Committee News - End-of-March Results:  
 

2011 year-to-date budget results have our expenses coming in 23% above income. 
 

Year-to-date results (and comparison to 2010)  

Actual income is $147,608 (-8%)  

Actual expenses are $191,575 (-3%) 
 

We look forward to improved giving to meet and expand First Church ministries and opportunities. In the 

meantime, we are asking our staff and ministry leaders to continue their diligence in cost controls. 

Please call with any questions or concerns, and your faithful stewardship is appreciated. 

Thanks - Jim Hemphill for the Finance Committee  



Wednesday, April 13, 2011  

7:00 am - Emmaus Group Meeting [Lib] 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel  

6:00 pm - Beginners Alpha Study [AR] 

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 

6:00 pm - Youth Study/Game Time [YC] 
7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal    

[Choir Rm] 
 

Thursday,  April 14, 2011  

9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

5:30 pm - Pack 325 Tiger Den Mtg. [WH] 

6:00 pm - Finance Committee Mtg. [Lib] 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 

6:30 pm - Pack 325 Mtg. [WH] 

6:30 pm - Praise Team Practice [Sanctuary] 
 

Friday, April 15, 2011  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
6:00 am - Menõs Friday Morning Prayer 

Breakfast [WH] 

6:00 pm - Joy Ministry Fun Friday [WH] 
 

Saturday, April 16, 2011  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

9:00 am - Church Workday [WH]  

12:00 pm - Confirmation Rehearsal  

Lunch [AR] 
 

Sunday, April 17, 2011  

PALM SUNDAY & CONFIRMATION  

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

8:30 am - Firstõs Foods [WH] 
9:00 am - Contemporary Worship 

[Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary] 

2:00 pm - Trustee Mtg. [Lib] 

5:00 pm - The Awakening Youth  

Group [WH] 
 

Monday, April 18, 2011  

9:30 am - Carriage Inn Womenõs Circle 

6:30 pm - Stephenõs Ministry Mtg. [Lib] 

7:00 pm - Troop 325 Mtg. [WH] 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 6, 2011  

7:00 am - Emmaus Group Meeting [Lib] 

7:00 am -  Methodist Menõs Breakfast [AR] 

9:00 am -  SLP Chapel 

6:00 pm -  Beginnerõs Alpha [AR] 

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 

6:00 pm - Youth Study/Game Time [YC] 

7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  

[Choir Rm] 
 

Thursday,  April 7, 2011  

9:00 am - Beth Moore Bible Study [AR] 

9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

6:00 pm - Pack 325 Webelo 1 Mtg. [AR] 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 

6:30 pm - Praise Team Practice [Sanctuary] 
 

Friday, April 8, 2011  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
6:00 am - Menõs Friday Morning Prayer 

Breakfast [AR] 

6:00 pm - Alpha Retreat [YC] 
 

Saturday, April 9, 2011  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

8:30 am - Alpha Retreat [YC] 
 

Sunday, April 10,  2011  

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

8:30 am - Firstõs Foods [WH] 

9:00 am - Contemporary Worship [Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary] 

3:30 pm - Confirmation [AR] 

5:00 pm - Submerge Youth Group [AR] 

5:00 pm - The Awakening Youth  

Group [YC] 
 

Monday, April 11, 2011  

6:00 pm - Pack 325 Bear Den Mtg. [AR] 

7:00 pm - Troop 325  Mtg. [WH] 
 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011  

9:00 am - Chapel Intercessory Prayer 
9:30 am - Taking the Word to the World 

Bible Study [Chick-Fil-A] 

7:00 pm - Boy Scout Committee Mtg. [Lib] 

 

Tuesday, April 19, 2011  

9:00 am - Chapel Intercessory Prayer 
9:30 am - Taking the Word to the World 

Bible Study [Chick-Fil-A] 

6:30 pm - Mission Committee Mtg. [Lib] 
 

Wednesday, April 20, 2011  

7:00 am - Emmaus Group Meeting [Lib] 
9:00 am - SLP Chapel 

6:00 pm - Beginnerõs Alpha Bible  

Study [AR] 

6:00 pm - Small Group Study [WP] 

6:00 pm - Youth Study/Game Time [YC] 
7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

[Choir Rm] 
 

Thursday,  April 21, 2011  

MAUNDY THURSDAY  

9:00 am  - SLP Chapel 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 

7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday  

Service [Sanctuary] 
 

Friday, April 22, 2011  

GOOD FRIDAY  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
6:00 am - Menõs Friday Morning Prayer 

Breakfast [WH] 

9:00 am - Chapel Open for Prayer 
 

Saturday, April 23, 2011  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
9:00 am - Pot Luck Breakfast &          

Childrenõs Easter Egg Hunt [WH]  
 

Sunday, April 24,  2011  

EASTER SUNDAY  
6:30 am - Easter Sunrise Service [Church 

Parking Lot] 

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

8:30 am - Firstõs Foods [WH] 
9:00 am - Contemporary Worship 

[Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 am - Traditional Worship 

[Sanctuary] 

5:00 pm - The Awakening Youth  

Group [YC] 
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  Dates                  March 20             March 27   

    

  Sunday Services      313             350    
  Sunday School      156                         180    

First Church Calendar of Events  

First Church Attendance  



 

First United Methodist Church 

404 Azalea 

Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 

Visit us at www.ljfumc.org                                                                         Address Service Requested  

The Messenger is published bi-weekly by  the  First United Methodist Church, Lake Jackson, TX 77566.  

Second Class Postage Paid at Lake Jackson, TX 77566.    Send address changes to FUMC, Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

Periodicals 

 #954360 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 

Experience the Journey! 

Saturday,  April 23  
9 - 11 am in Wesley Hall 

 

Potluck Breakfast, Story Time, Easter Egg 

Hunt & Pictures with the Easter bunny !  Bring 

your favorite breakfast item & your Easter basket! 
 

Fun for ALL ages!!   

 
* Email or Call Mindy Standlee at 297 -3046 

ext. 108 or Denice Lambert  at 236 -7131 or 

justin.denice@yahoo.com for more info! 


