
Volume 41, Issue 21                    November 2, 2011  

Messenger The 

First Church strives                      

to be like Jesus! 

Praising God! 

Teaching  Godõs Word! 

Loving one  another! 

Strengthening families! 

Sharing the Good News! 

Phone: 297-3046 

Fax: 299-6612 

Email:  

ljfumc@swbell.net  

 

Visit us Online @: 

www.ljfumc.org   

OR 

Join us on  Facebook            

First UMC - 

Lake Jackson 

   

Come Home for the Holidays!Come Home for the Holidays!Come Home for the Holidays!   
   

Celebrate this Thanksgiving and Christmas Season           Celebrate this Thanksgiving and Christmas Season           Celebrate this Thanksgiving and Christmas Season           
with your Church Family at                                     with your Church Family at                                     with your Church Family at                                        

            First United Methodist Church First United Methodist Church First United Methodist Church ---    Lake Jackson.Lake Jackson.Lake Jackson.   
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Giving is Done Because of Your Love for God  

òTithing isnõt something you do because you have to do; itõs something you do out of gratitude 

for what God has done for you. And the more generous you are with Him, the more generous 

He will be with you. (Luke 6:38)ó 
 

Can I be totally honest with you?  I get so tired of asking Christians to do what they know they 

should do and donõt do.  I know that I should be more patient; however, my frustration does 

not come from new believers who are just on spiritual milk and donõt know any better.  My 

frustration comes from people who have walked with Jesus for quite some time and have been 

in the church for many years.  I understand the flesh and the spirit.  I have come to an  
understanding of why and how most of us sin and continue to sin. There is a point where 

someone needs to just stand up and say ôSTOP IT!  ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!!ó  Ok, if youõre 

still reading now, Iõll continue to explain my deep grief and pain for most churches.  We are 

called by God to be a community of faith, to be living sacrifices for His Kingdom, a temple that 

is not built from brick and mortar.  We are a colony of Heaven (The Father Country).   We, 

except for sin, are to be imitating what goes on in Heaven.  We are a special group,  
in-spite of what contemporary society says.  Churches have people, and Christians have the 

same power in them that raised Jesus from the dead.  I realize the problem is that we donõt 

appropriate this power; however, much of this is because we do not pay attention to what is 

being taught and sung.  In some cases, it is because we donõt even attend worship or any  
Biblical teaching.  We think we can do it on our own; however, the problem is that most of us 

donõt.  We are, by and large, such an undisciplined lot of people, that we can never maintain 

the spiritual disciplines unless we do it together.   Most of us need the encouragement and help 

from other believers and most certainly from the power of the Holy Spirit.  He is the teacher.  

He has built us for community, not isolation. 
 

You say pastor, it is just too hard.  I understand that!  There have been so many times that I 

wanted to throw in the towel and quit; however, my love for Jesus runs too deep. He has  
captured my heart and He will not turn me loose.  I want to obey Him more than anything in 

the world.  He has saved my life from a destination of endless pursuit of painful living and utter 

hopelessness.  I was a likeable kid. I was not all that bad, but I was so lost in myself that I could 

not find one speck of hope for the future until I meet Jesus Christ.  When someone saves you 

from the ôarmpit of selfõ, you realize that you cannot give enough, do enough, or try hard 

enough to pay Him back.  You come to the point you realize that you just sayéóhelp me Jesus.  

It is by your grace that I have been brought back from the land of the darkness of lost.ó 
 

God has given each of us free will. We can choose to love Him or ignore Him. We can choose 

to be stingy with Him or we can choose to be extravagant with Him!  His love does not make 

us love Him or give to Him. I donõt know about you, but the people that I really love are the 

ones to whom I pour out my extravagance.  I want to 

offer them my best.  As we have said so many times 

and in so many ways, it is not the amount of our giving 

that is important.  What is important is that we have 

given our best out of love for Him. 

Peace! 

Pastor Geller 

Pastor  

Charles Geller  

 

Find Pastor 

Geller and  

First Church on  

Facebook! 



Page 3 Volume 41, Issue 21                    November 2, 2011  

In Our Prayers...  

If you or someone you 

know would like to be  
added to our prayer list, 

please contact the  

church office. 

Ken Truman 

Jeri Bearden 

Frances Bitter & Family 

Clell Sechrest 

Lupe Rios 

Chris Carter 

Brad & Jenny McCoy 

Gladys & Gordon Miller 

Ryan Volemaere 

Rosemary Ochs 

Bill & Joyce McCutchen 

Bob and Wilda Patton 

Connie Courtney 

Tom and Angela Pearson 

Floyd Johnson 

LeRoy & Joan Hollis 

Gulf Coast Blood Drive 
Sunday, November 6th (8 am - 1 pm) 

Wesley Hall 
 

If you would like to schedule a time to donate,       

visit www.giveblood.org , log in to                         

Digital Donor and enter Sponsor code 4134  

Gulf Coast Blood Drive  

A Revival of the AGAPE Visitation Ministry Team  

As we are a single Pastor church, it is very  important to have lay participation in our church  
ministries.  Visitation with our members who are hospitalized is a very central element of the work 

of First UMC.  A visit, a Scripture, a spoken word, or prayer helps bring comfort and hope to those 

who are recovering from an illness or injury.  The church needs lay persons who are willing to be a 

part of this important ministry.  Pastor Geller will offer guidance for those of you who may be called 

to minister in this way.   

 
Please contact the church office at 979-297-3046 and let them 

know of your interest in serving as a member of the Agape  

Visitation Ministry Team. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Sharron Shockley, SPRC Chair  

It is with heartfelt appreciation that I would like to recognize my church family for the many calls 

and visits, for opening up their kitchens, laundry rooms, gardens, vehicles, and prayerful hearts. 
 

I love you all very much. - Kay Alcott 

http://www.giveblood.org


Page 4 Messenger 

Joy Ministry -  Care for Children with Special Needs  

Please update your college students address with 

the Church Office:  
 

We want our college students to know we are thinking of them throughout 

the school year.  If you have a college student, please let the office know 

your studentõs current college address.  E-mail addresses would be great 

too! You may drop a note in the offering plate, e-mail  

membersecretary@swbell.net, or give us a call at 297-3046. 

MENTORING PROGRAM WITH RASCO MENTORING PROGRAM WITH RASCO   

MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL   

CONTINUE THIS FALLCONTINUE THIS FALL  
 

First United Methodist Church will continue its partnership with Rasco Middle 

School this fall.  FUMC is dedicated to sending mentors to Rasco to share in the 

lives of their wonderful students.  All it takes to contribute to the life of a young 

person is time.  Young  people spell love, ô t-i-m-eõ!  If you are interested in   

being part of this outreach, please contact Pastor Geller at  

979-297-3046 or cggeller@aol.com .   

JOY Ministry  
  

Joy Ministry is touching lives!! 

If you want to have JOY in your life, 

Call Kimberly Bowers - 236-9427 

 

We are looking for someone to help bring a JOY child to church each week and 

to be a buddy to a JOY child in Sunday School. 

 

Showing you care, and being their friend is the only qualification you need, God and Joy Ministry will provide 

all the training you need. 

mailto:membersecretary@swbell.net
mailto:cggeller@aol.com
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Youth -  Church in the Park Event  

Join The 

Awakening 

FUMC Youth 

on Facebook!  

PARENTS - Get Connected! 
THE BEST WAY TO KNOW WHATôS GOING ON IN CHILDRENôS MINISTRY IS WITH THE 

EMAIL NEWSLETTER!  Be sure to catch it every month in your inbox. 

Put it on your Put it on your Put it on your    

calendars!calendars!calendars!   
   

   

Sunday mornings at 9 am Sunday mornings at 9 am Sunday mornings at 9 am    

Kids KKids KKids K---6 will be a part of the 6 will be a part of the 6 will be a part of the    

άbƻŜƭ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎέάbƻŜƭ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎέάbƻŜƭ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎέ      
for Christmas! for Christmas! for Christmas! They will be singing They will be singing They will be singing 
at Worship on Sunday, Dec 11!!!at Worship on Sunday, Dec 11!!!at Worship on Sunday, Dec 11!!!   

 

Every Sunday morningEvery Sunday morningEvery Sunday morning   
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƎŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƎŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƎŜǎ    

5 yrs5 yrs5 yrs---2nd grade 2nd grade 2nd grade    
At the 9:00 service At the 9:00 service At the 9:00 service    


