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First Church strives                      

to be like Jesus! 

 Praising God! 

 Teaching God’s Word! 

 Loving one another! 

 Strengthening families! 

 Sharing the Good 

News! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

297-3046 phone 

297-3243 fax 

ljfumc@swbell.net 

The 

 
A study of Revelation by Beth Moore 

“Here and Now/There and Then” 

Thursdays from 9:30 – 11:00 am                                                                 

Beginning January 14, 2010 

Meet in the Asbury Room, Nursery Provided  

For more information, call Susanne Cook at 297-4250 or e-mail 

jandscook@comcast.net 

Dear Friends: 
       
Have you heard of the Alpha course?  Perhaps you have talked to one of the 80 
excited people who took Alpha back in September.  This life changing course  
provides a wonderful opportunity for individuals to grow in their understanding of 
God and to make some great new friends of   similar age and interest.  Alpha is a 
non-denominational course providing a safe non-threatening environment to look 
at the core beliefs of the Christian faith.  It also equips people with practical    
understanding and some very helpful applications of those basic truths to life.  
Alpha is a great place to find answers to some of life’s toughest questions.  It is         
especially helpful to people exploring Christianity, new believers, and long-time 

Christians wanting a refresher course. Alpha is for everyone needing a little help putting their faith 
into practice. 
 

We are having a “no strings attached” Alpha sampler evening on Wednesday February 3rd from 6:00 
until 8:00 p.m. in the Asbury Wing.  The evening includes a meal, an introductory video               
presentation, and small group discussion time.  If you like what you experience, and you will, you 
may decide to continue in the ten-week Alpha course starting on the following Wednesday, at the 
same time and place, running through April 14th. 
 

You can learn more about Alpha on our website www.ljumc.org or go to www.alphausa.org.  If you 

would like to discuss this further or register via phone, call 297-3047.  You may also e-mail me at 

billstell@swbell.net. 
 
There is no charge for the Alpha course or the material but a donation for the meal will be greatly 
appreciated.  Child care and activities for all age children and youth will be provided. 
 

Please let us know if you are coming and if childcare is needed so we can be prepared for              
all our company. 
I hope to see you in Alpha. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bill Stell 

mailto:jandscook@comcast.net
mailto:billstell@swbell.net


As I grow in the faith of Jesus 

Christ, I find myself with an ever-

increasing desire to have the 

ability to see the world through 

the eyes of Jesus. It has been said, 

“You cannot do the impossible, 

until you see the invisible.”  Our 

God sees the world with perfect 

clarity. He sees things from   

beginning to end. He sees our 
lives with razor point meticulous-

ness. He does not just see what 

is, He sees what has been and 

what will be. He never panics. 

We as humans may not see 

things as they really are. A    

situation may seem insurmount-

able. The Bible tells us that ALL 

things are possible with God. 
 

I love the story about Elisha and 

his servant, in 2 Kings 6:14-17. 

One morning he and his servant 

are hanging out at the house. The 

servant heads outside to take out 

the trash (or something like 

that), and he just happens to look 

out on the horizon. When he 

does, he sees the enemy camped  

 
out and ready to over-take   

Elisha. He hustles back into the 

house to tell the Prophet that 

they are in deep and abiding 

trouble. Interestingly enough, 

Elisha does not seem to be dis-

turbed. He looks at the servant 

and tells him to go back outside 

and look a little higher. When 

the servant goes out again and 

looks into the higher horizon, he 

sees the most amazing sight. The 
Heavenly Host of the Army of 

God is poised and ready to   

defend! 
 

I love this little story. You see, 

from a human perspective (the 

servant’s eye) the situation 

looked hopelessly hopeless; 

however, when you look at it 

from God’s perspective, you see 

an entirely different view. Wow! 

I long to see things from a heav-

enly perspective, don’t you? 
 

We must be extremely careful 

not to judge things too quickly. 

God is at work in our midst and 

often times all we see is despair 

and trouble.  

 
The reality is something quite 

different. I believe that God is at 

work right now in my life. I long 

with all of my heart to see situa-

tions from His Heavenly perspec-

tive. I want to know what He is 

doing and how I can join Him in 

His work. I never, though I often 

do, want to be caught just seeing 

the problem. I want to see the 

answer. I believe that the answer is 

found in a person, the person of 
Jesus Christ, The Emmanuel. Vic-

tory is not found in a circumstance, 

or a situation. The answer is al-

ways found in God. He is never 

surprised and He is never caught 

off guard. With Him, all things are 

under control. With Him, all things 

are possible. 
 

As I move into the new year, I 

want to be able to see this new 

year with the eyes of God. Please 

pray for me that my eyes will al-

ways focus a little higher. Happy 

New Year in Jesus, our Hope and 

Redeemer!! 

 

Peace! 

Pastor Geller 

 

 

 

Seeing the Unseen 

Page 2 Messenger 

Pastor Charles 

Geller 

Praying for: 

If you or someone you know would like to be added to 

 our prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Moira Ginther    Barbara Davis    Linda Neumann 

Lois Rideau    Margurite Verrett   Paula Ruhr 

Ida Ruth Lentz    Faye & Don Woodward   Ken Miller 

Helen Bryan and Family   Bobby Morrow    Brad Boston 

Buddy Parker    Ken Truman    Edna Tribble 

Crystal O'Connor   Cliff Dusek    Dan Evans & family 

Russell Anders    Glenn Owen    Dan Howard 

Roma McKinley    Annette Bedell    Carrie Sutherland 

Penn Pennington   Cecil & Lorene Griffin   Ross Sutherland 

Dates    Dec 13  Dec 20 
 

Sunday Services      

Sunday School    

Giving*           $    $ 
 

*Note - $20, 385 needed weekly to fulfill our ministries. 

First Church Attendance & Gifts 
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Monday, January 11, 2010 
5:30 pm - Webelos II Cub Scout Mtg [Rm 14]

6:00 pm - Wolf Den Mtg [AR] 

7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop 325 [WH] 

 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 

9:00 am-8:00 pm - Chapel open for prayer 

9:00 am - Tuesday Morning Play Group [Potter’s  

Place] 

9:00 am - Staff Mtg [WP] 

5:00 pm - Worship Planning Mtg [WP] 

7:00 pm - Boy Scout Committee Mtg [Lib] 

 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

8:30 am - Moms Group [WP] 

6:00 pm - Disciples Bible study [Rm 7] 

6:00 pm - Youth U-Turn Program [YC] 

6:30 pm - “A Life Worth Living” Small Grp[WP] 

6:30 pm- Advent Small Group [Cy Parks’ home] 

7:30 pm- Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal [Choir Rm] 
 

Thursday,  January 14, 2010 

9:30 am - Beth Moore Bible Study [AR] 

1:00 pm - Proverbs Study [Lib] 

5:15 pm - Praise Band Practice [Sanctuary] 

6:00 pm - Webelos I Pack 325 Mtg [AR] 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 6, 2010 

6:00 pm - Youth U-Turn Program [YC] 

6:00 pm - “A Life Worth Living” Small Grp[WP] 

6:30 pm- Advent Small Group [Cy Parks’ home] 
 

Thursday,  January 7, 2010 

5:15 pm - Praise Band Practice [Sanctuary] 

6:00 pm - Webelos I Pack 325 Mtg [AR] 

6:30 pm - Barbershop Group [Rm 23] 
 

Friday, January 8, 2010 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                      

6:00 am - Lost and Found Men’s Prayer  

Breakfast [WH] 

6:00 pm - Boy Scout Den 3 [AR] 
 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 
5:00 pm - Matthew Broaddus & Natalie Sharp 

Wedding [Sanctuary] 

 

Sunday, January 10, 2010 

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

9:00 am - Contemporary Worship [Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]  

5:00 pm - UTurn Youth Program [Homes] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday, January 15, 2010  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                       

6:00 am - Lost and Found Men’s Prayer  

Breakfast [WH] 
 

Sunday, January 17, 2010 

8:00 am - Traditional Worship [Chapel] 

9:00 am - Contemporary Worship [Sanctuary] 

10:00 am - Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship [Sanctuary]  

5:00 pm - UTurn Youth Program [Homes] 
 

Monday, January 18, 2010 

9:30 am - Carriage Inn Women’s Circle  

6:30 pm - Stephen Ministry Mtg [Lib] 

7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop 325 [WH] 
 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

9:00 am-8:00 pm - Chapel open for prayer 

9:00 am - Staff Mtg [WP] 
9:00 am - Tuesday Morning Play Group 

[Potter’s Place] 

3:45 pm - Mission Kids [WH] 

6:30 pm - Missions Committee [Lib] 
 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

8:30 am - Moms Group [WP] 

6:00 pm - Disciples Bible study [Rm 7] 

6:00 pm - Youth U-Turn Program [YC] 
6:00 pm - “A Life Worth Living” Small Grp

[WP] 
6:30 pm- Advent Small Group [Cy Parks’ 

home] 

 

    WH=Wesley Hall   WP=Wilson Parlor   AR=Asbury Room   BR=Body Rhythmics Room   YC=Youth Center   Lib=Library 

Ministers ..................................................... Every Member of the church 

Senior Pastor, Ext. 103 (FT) ............................................. Charles Geller 

Executive Associate Pastor, Ext. 107 (FT) ................................ Bill Stell 

Music & Fine Arts Ministries Interim, Ext. 109 .................. Laura Mays 

Contemporary Worship Leader (PT) .......................... Joshua Johnson 

Youth Ministries, Ext. 111 (FT) ............................................. Steve Corn 

Children's Ministries &  

Communications, Ext. 108 (PT) ..................................... Mindy Standlee 

 

Church Secretary, Ext. 100(FT) ........................................ Celeste Davis 

Membership Secretary, Ext. 101(FT) ................................. Tricia Easter 

Financial Secretary, Ext. 102 (PT) .......................... Ginger Mitchamore 

School for Little People, Dir., Ext. 110 .......................... Miranda Corn 

Treasurer ................................................................................... Harry Wille 

Organist (PT) . .……………………………………  Barbara Carter 

Custodial/Grounds (FT) ................................. ……………Dora Riojas, 

                                     Diane & Manuel Salazar 

First Church Calendar of Events 

Partners in Ministry 

FT=Full Time PT=Part Time 
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Experience the Journey! 

Plan NOW to attend! 
 

The Women’s Retreat 
February 5 - 7, 2010 

The Lodge at Danbury 
“So You Want to Get Away?...So did Jonah!” 

Turn your registration forms into the church office! 

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY: 
Mark your calendars!! 

 
**The Conference just set the dates for church camp & so we 

have changed VBS to the following week**  
 

Vacation Bible School - July 19-23 *note the change 
 

Lakeview Church Camp - July 12-16 


